Executive Summary
State Technical Committee Meeting
November 3, 2010
	Item
	Decision

	
	Next State Technical Committee Meeting will be held Tuesday, June 14, 2011, at 1 p.m. in Room 693 NRCS Conference Room.  A reminder and request for agenda items will be sent electronically one month prior, if there are no responses, we will not hold the meeting.

	State Technical Committee Meeting Minutes from October 22, 2009.
	Approved as written.

	EQIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:
· Following practices use caps based on $ amount instead of acre amount:

· 329-Residue & Tillage Mngt, No-till/Strip till 

· 346-Residue & Tillage Mngt – Ridge Till

· 590-Nutrient Management 
· 595-Pest Management
	Approved

	EQIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· Allocations for statewide sub-accounts
· Forestry practices - $500,000

· Tribal - $100,000

· State CIG - $300,000

· Limited Resource Farmers - $200,000

· SCI/STIR Pilot Project – ON HOLD

· Cover Crop Initiative – No funds recommended
	Approved

	EQIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· Ranking Criteria remains that same as FY10.
	Approved


	EQIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· Reviewed 4 MRBI waiver requests and recommends disapproving waivers.
	Approved

	EQIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· FY11 Allocation remains same as FY10.
	Approved

	EQIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· Wait on the decision on requiring all MRBI contract participants to apply nutrient management standard until we can review the new standard.
	Disapproved.  Iowa NRCS will move forward due to 590 standard is still being worked on at national level and will not be out for another year.

	EQIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· When the cover crop practice is contracted for more than one year in the MRBI, the cover crop must be applied in consecutive years on the same land.  
	Approved.  More ranking points if 3 years in a row on the same field, but not mandatory.

	EQIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· Removing the $50,000 cap on grazing practices.
	Approved

	EQIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· Setting aside $300,000 for State CIGs
	Approved.  The Sub-Committee is reviewing FY09 priorities and will provide FY11 priorities.

	EQIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· No changes should be made to the summer construction initiative rules.
	Approved

	WHIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· 3 FY10 Special Projects be funded in FY11:

· Topeka Shiner - $32,370 for 3 years

· Driftless Area Project - $51,000 for 3 years

· Quail Habitat - $20,000 for 3 years.
	Approved

	WHIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· No changes for the FY11 WHIP Plan.
	Approved

	WHIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· No changes to category rankings and allocations for FY11.

· 15% Forestland Habitat Resources
· 30% Grassland Habitat Resources

· 20% Riverine Habitat Resources

· 35% Wildlife Habitat Mngt Resources
	Approved

	WHIP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· Changes to the practice list

· Add oxbow habitat restoration to Riverine category under 657 Wetland Restoration
· Add vortex weirs scenario under 395 stream habitat improvement/mngt to Riverine category

· Add 472 access control as a financial assistance practice in all 4 categories

· Add 643 restoration/mngt of rare and declining habitats in all 4 categories, if applicable.
	Approved

	WRP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· Revising Ranking Criteria
· Minimum of 35 acres contiguous to permanently protected required unless there is a Threaten and Endangered (T&E) species present.
	Approved – Note: Final easement must be 35 acres in size unless state or federal T&E species are present (national & fens).

	WRP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· Geographic Area Rate Cap (GARC) Value

· Using 2010 values and residual values will be changed to 15% versus 20%
	Approved

	WRP Sub-Committee Recommendations:

· Allocation Formula

· 45% - Prairie Pothole

· 45% - Riverine

· 10% - Threaten & Endangered Species (T&E)
	Approved

	Grassland Reserve Program
· Iowa Farm and Land Chapter 2 Realtors Land Institute Survey of Farm Land Values, 09/10.  The average statewide pasture is $1,861/acre.

· National Agricultural Statistics Service statewide average pastureland value is $1,900/acre.

· Using average of these 2 values results in market survey for pasture in Iowa at $1,880/acre.

· Geographic Area Rate Cap (GARC) is determined by reducing the market survey value by the grazing value of the pasture.

· Grazing value is determined by estimating average ownership of 30 years times the pasture rental rate of $40/year.  Grazing value is $1,200.
· GARC is $680/year
	Approved.  Note:  Comments are due to Rich Sims or Larry Beeler by November 12 on the GARC.

	Conservation Reserve Program Sub-Committee Recommendation for Mid-Contract Management Changes in Iowa:

· Disking shall be completed between October 1 through April 30 or August 2 through September 30.

· On filter strips, disk only will be removed as a management option; disk and interseed, burn, burn and interseed will be retained as a management options.  Burning would be the preferred method.

· On CP-10, disk only will be removed as a management option; disk and interseed, spray, spray and interseed, and interseed will be retained as the management options.
	These recommendations were provided to John Whitaker, State Executive Director, Farm Service Agency, to bring forward to the State Committee and on to the FSA National Headquarters.

	Conservation Reserve Program Sub-Committee Recommendation on Conservation Priority Areas (CPA):

· CPAs expire every 5 years, several counties exceeded the 25% cap for CRP, since using the 2009 Iowa Wildlife Action Plan, the 2008 listing of impaired lakes, and the 2008 listing of impaired streams with small (<50,000) acres) contributing basins.
	These recommendations were provided to John Whitaker, State Executive Director, Farm Service Agency, to bring forward to the State Committee and on to the FSA National Headquarters.

	Conservation Reserve Program Sub-Committee Recommendation:

· Transfer 2,300 acres from the Grand River Grasslands SAFE program to the Gaining Ground for Wildlife Program
	These recommendations were provided to John Whitaker, State Executive Director, Farm Service Agency, to bring forward to the State Committee and on to the FSA National Headquarters.

	Conservation Reserve Program Sub-Committee Recommendation:

· Transfer 2,300 acres from the Habitat for Early Successional and Neotropical Forest Birds SAFE program to the Gaining Ground for Wildlife Program
	These recommendations were provided to John Whitaker, State Executive Director, Farm Service Agency, to bring forward to the State Committee and on to the FSA National Headquarters.

	Conservation Reserve Program Sub-Committee Recommendation:

· Requests Farm Service Agency considers granting Iowa an additional 20,000 acres for the CP-38 Gaining Ground program.
	These recommendations were provided to John Whitaker, State Executive Director, Farm Service Agency, to bring forward to the State Committee and on to the FSA National Headquarters.

	
	Format of the State Technical Committee Minutes with the Executive Summary to allow easy review of the decisions.

	
	The State Technical Committee Meeting minutes from today’s meeting will be out in 30 days.


State Technical Committee Meeting

November 3, 2010
693 Federal Building

NRCS Conference Room

Des Moines, Iowa

1:00 p.m.

DRAFT   MINUTES

Present: Richard (Rich) Sims, State Conservationist, Chair; Paul Tauke and Steve Hopkins, IDNR; 
Doug Helmers, FWS; Doug Gronau, Farm Bureau; Susan Heathcote, Iowa Environmental Council; 
Kelly Tobin, Producer; Jay Lynch for Nick Leibold, Iowa Corn Growers; John Whitaker, FSA; Tyler Bettin for Mike Sexton, Iowa Pork Producers Association; Tom Shipley for Duane Gangwish, Iowa Cattlemen’s Association; Sorrel Brown for Jerry Miller, ISUE; Chuck Gipp, IDALS-DSC; Duane Sand for 
Mark Ackelson, INHF; Matt O’Connor, Pheasants Forever; Sean McMahon, The Nature Conservancy; Darrell Weems, CDI; Kelly Schott and Denise Wolf, Meskwaki Tribe; Sarah Carlson for Teresa Opheim, Practical Farmers of Iowa; Erick Lindstrom for Ryan Heiniger, Ducks Unlimited; Damon Frizzell, EPA; Linda Kinman, Iowa Association of Water Agencies; John Glenn, Iowa Watersheds; Jim Fredrick for Warren Johnson, Iowa League of RC&D’s; Dave Whittlesey, National Wild Turkey Federation; and 
Brett Lorenza for Jeff Hastings, Trout Unlimited.  Others not members:  Kelly Smith and Todd Bogenschultz, IDNR; Larry Beeler, Jon Hubbert, Dave Brommel, John Myers, and Shelly DuBay, NRCS. 

Welcome/Opening Comments – Rich Sims

Rich Sims thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.  Introductions were made.
Rich introduced Jon Hubbert who was selected as the Assistant State Conservationist for Operations.  Jon started in Iowa two weeks ago from the Illinois Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  Jon shared he was glad to be in Iowa and looking forward to working with everyone.  

Since there were a few new individuals in attendance, Rich provided an overview of the purpose and role of the State Technical Committee.  The State Technical Committee was established in the 1985 Farm Bill and has continued to grow in its roles and responsibilities.  This is your opportunity to provide input to the NRCS State Conservationist on how you would like to see the Farm Bill programs operate in Iowa.  Rich shared that he can also forward comments to the NRCS National Headquarters that you feel changes are needed in a program.   Rich asked that the Chair of the Sub-Committee present the minutes from their meetings and share the recommendations that would be coming to NRCS then at that time it would be open for questions and/or discussions.  
The minutes from October 22, 2010, meeting were sent to all members prior to the meeting and posted on the Iowa NRCS website.   The minutes were approved as written.
A copy of the State Technical Committee Sub-Committee memberships was provided to the group.  Rich stated we are also looking for individuals that would like to become members of the Sub-Committees.  This is a voluntary basis.  There is a vacancy in the Chair position for the Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program (FRPP) and the Grassland Reserve Program (GRP).  
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NRCS – FY2010 Accomplishments/Programs Summary – Larry Beeler

Larry provided a Power Point presentation with the following information:

Conservation Security Program (CSP) 02

Continuing with 1,410 contracts

· Annual payments approximately $17 million, which should be going out in December.
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 08 for FY2010

· First Ranking 729 contracts, 369,300 acres

· Second Ranking 728 contracts, 410,300 acres

Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watershed Initiative (MRBI)

· 8 watershed in Iowa

· 45 contracts, 5,424 acres, $1,349,000 million

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

· 1,267 contracts, 79,373.79 acres, $20,834,232 million

·  Backlog – 2,250 applications, $37 million

Wetlands Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP)

· 106 contracts, 3,465 acres, $700,000

Agriculture Wetland Enhancement Program (AWEP)

· 4 contracts, 167 acres, $85,850

Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWPP)

· 119 easements (39 ARRA funded)

· $43.3 million ($16.3 million ARRA)

· 11,800 acres

· Restoration contracted

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)

· 32 easements, 3,544 acres, $12.3 million

· Contracted for 1,400 acres of restoration

Grassland Reserve Program

· 10 easements, 1,024 acres, $655,500

Easement Closings

· 47 WRP easements closed, 4,480 acres

· 53 EWPP easements closed, 6,490.3 acres

Iowa NRCS obligated $130 million in financial assistance (FA) in EWPP, WHIP, EQIP, WRP, CSP02, CSP08 and GRP for FY2010.

Iowa NRCS ranks 1st in the number of active contracts nationally.
Rich mentioned this activity started with the recommendations that this group provides NRCS then it is provided to the field offices and implemented through the producers.  There is a huge value to the State Technical Committee and Rich really appreciates your time.
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EQIP Sub-Committee Report and Recommendations (MRBI) – Doug Helmers

Doug Helmers stated the EQIP Sub-Committee met on October 14, 2010, with 16 members and 2 advisors.  See the attached minutes for details.  There was a detailed discussion from the group on the recommendations.  See the Executive Summary for the decisions.  The 590 Nutrient Management standard has the four Rs – Rate, Right Timing, Right Application, and Right Source.  
Rich Sims announced the Wetlands Reserve Enhancement Program (WREP) has been released a week and a half ago.  If you are interested in more information, see Larry Beeler, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs.  The request for proposal (RFP) for the next MRBI should be out in November or December 2010.  Rich stated the RFP is in draft form and shared some possible changes.  
Supersheds/Special Projects – Jim Gillespie, Chair
Chuck Gipp stated Jim was on the road today and did not have anything to share with the group.

AWEP (Agricultural Water Enhancement Program)

Rich Sims shared this program falls under the Supershed aspects and it is implemented from the NRCS National Headquarters with very limited amount of opportunities.  If we do have opportunities available we will have the EQIP Sub-Committee provide recommendations to the State Technical Committee.

CSP – Francis Thicke, Chair

Rich Sims stated that Francis was not able to be here.  Larry Beeler provided background information on the CSP - On-Farm Research and Demonstration Projects.  A copy of a letter dated October 19, 2010, was provided to the State Technical Committee through email was included in today’s handouts.   Larry provided details of the letter (see the attached).  The proposals are due December 3, 2010.  There was some discussion.
WHIP – Kelly Smith, Chair
The minutes from the WHIP Sub-Committee held on October 13, 2010, are attached to the minutes.  
Kelly Smith provided details on the three projects:  Topeka Shiner project is an oxbow restoration, reconnecting the oxbow to the channels that includes Calhoun, Sac and Carroll Counties; the Driftless Area project is a combination of prairie restoration and savanna restoration that includes Allamakee, Clayton, Delaware, Dubuque, Fayette, Jackson, Jones and Winneshiek Counties; and the Quail Habitat project is a early successional habitat.  See the Executive Summary for the decisions on the recommendations.  
Rich Sims shared the oxbow area will help water quality treatment such as field tile placed into the oxbow area that NRCS is monitoring with the water going in and out as a pilot area in Webster County.
WRP – John Whitaker, Chair
John Whitaker stated the WRP Sub-Committee met on September 28, 2010, with 10 individuals in attendance.  See the attached minutes for details.  See the Executive Summary for the decisions made on the recommendations.  John also provided copies of the WRP Geographic Area Rate Caps (GARC) – October 2010 on a state map, FY2010 GARC – Market Analysis, and a map of the Iowa WRP Market Survey Analysis ($/CSR Point) – October 2010.  John shared how the rates were developed from realtors’ information.  There was a detailed discussion on the process, ranking criteria, and the residual value.  There is a backlog of WRP applications and at this time.  Iowa NRCS did receive an additional $1 million for this program for FY11.
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CRP – Sean McMahon, Chair

Sean McMahon provided a handout that include the Sub-Committee minutes from the January 21, 2010, which was devoted to the Mid-Contract Management Practice, the March 18, 2010, which was devoted to the Conservation Priority Areas (CPA), and the July 9, 2010, which was devoted to the CRP general sign-up.  Sean summarized all three meetings.  See the Executive Summary for the recommendations from the Sub-Committee.  Sean also provided a copy of the map showing the 2010 CRP General Sign-up Priority HUC 12s.  The total prioritized CRP acres are 5,559,460, with the acres allowed being 5,560,937.  There was a detailed discussion on the recommendations.  John Whitaker mentioned that Iowa received 9,000 acres in the SAFE program last spring and the acres were allocated within 9 days.  
RC&D – Warren Johnson, Chair

Jim Fredrick, who is setting in for Warren Johnson, stated he didn’t have any minutes but would like to update everyone on the Non-Profit Mitigation Bank.  There are three (3) sites identified in north central Iowa.  They have made an offer on one site but it was rejected.  The second site there has been made an offer but they have not heard back at this time.  They are set up with the IRS as a legal 501C6 or 7.  The purpose of the wetland bank is to sell credits to landowners for rural land farm land only.  Hoping to keep it to $8,000 - $10,000.  This is not for mitigation.  There are several key partners in this room that helped to get this off the ground.
Watershed (PL-566/534) – Duane Sand, Chair

Duane Sand has no report at this time due to the lack of funding.
Habitat for Pollinators – Inger Lamb, Chair

Inger Lamb was not able to attend today’s meeting. 

HFRP – Paul Tauke, Chair

Paul Tauke stated there is not much happening with the Healthy Forest Reserve Program at this time since the funding is being delegated to pilot states.  Paul shared as part of the last Farm Bill, all the state forestry agencies across the county were required to develop a document which had the working title of the State Forest Resource Assessment and Strategies.  If states did not complete the document and get it approved by the US Forest Service, that state forestry agency would not be eligible for any federal funding.  Iowa did receive close to $5 million of funding through the Forest Service for program operations, field staff, and funding that made money available for rural fire departments for wild land fires and community grants.  Forest Legacy has a $1.3 million project at the Boy Scout camp in western Iowa.   Paul provided details of the document and provided either hard copy or CD to the members.  It is available on line.  Paul stated it is also part of the Farm Bill to have the State Technical Committee aware of this document and make comments.  This is a working document so there is no timeframe when comments need to be made.  A statement was made that they had a chance to see this document a few weeks ago and it’s a well thought out, well put together and a really good piece of work.  Highly recommend reviewing it.
GRP – VACANT (HANDOUT)

Larry provided information on the proposed FY2011 Grassland Reserve Program Geographical Area Rate Cap (GARC).  This will be a permanent easement agreement of a piece of pastureland to maintain it as pasture.  The landowner can still use it as pastureland and hay land.  There are not as many restrictions on the land as WRP.  Iowa NRCS will receive $1 million in FY11 allocation for GRP.  Seventy percent is to go to easements and thirty percent to 15 year rental agreements.  Larry provided the process he went through to get the residual grazing value.  See the Executive Summary for the decisions made on the recommendations.  There was a discussion from the group.  There was a suggestion to raise the value to $50 or $60/year.  Provide comments to Rich Sims or Larry Beeler by November 12.  See the attached notes to the minutes.
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CRP Update – John Whitaker
John Whitaker stated Iowa had 132,000 in acres offered in the general sign-up and 128,000 acres were accepted.  Iowa did have the highest real-estate in the nation by 20 percent higher to the next closest state.  Iowa’s average went to $160.  Nationwide there is approximately 800,000 acres to spare that can be utilized in the continuous program.  The goal is to get near 32,000 acres.  Most likely there will be another general sign-up in this fiscal year due to the expiring acres.  There was some discussion.
Review of Standards and Specifications - Link Posting - John Myers
John reminded the State Technical Committee the process Iowa NRCS has in the revision of standards and specifications.  They are located at the following website for a 30 days comment period.  The standards and specifications listed below are the one Iowa NRCS is updating at this time. 
http://www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/draftstandards.html


· Grassed Waterway (412)

· Drainage Water Management (554) / Draft Job Sheet

· Structure for Water Control (587)

· Surface Drain, Field Ditch (607)

· Surface Drainage, Main or Lateral (608)

· Water and Sediment Control Basin (638)

· Diverson (362)
Closing Remarks – Rich Sims
Rich reminded the State Technical Committee of the Sub-Committees.  If you would like to be part of one of the Sub-Committee’s, please notify Shelly DuBay at Shelly.DuBay@ia.usda.gov or if there are any changes/additions/deletions.  This document is a continuous work in progress.  Rich shared that a responsibility he has as Chair of the State Technical Committee is to make sure there is not a Sub-Committee with a heavy influence with one particular affiliation.

The next State Technical Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 24, 2011, in NRCS Conference Room 693 in the Neal Smith Federal Building at 1:00 p.m.  One month prior, Rich will send out a questionnaire/survey on potential agenda items.  If there are no responses we will not have the meeting.  If there are responses, I will look at them to see if we can address them by email or have the face to face meeting.
Last week, Iowa NRCS did receive “our starting” out FY2011 budget.  A few changes, EQIP- $16.3 million; Organic EQIP-$1.3 million; MRBI-$3.1 million (hoping to get more in the next sign-up); GRP-$1 million; WRP-$6.4 million; WHIP-$198,000.

The meeting adjourned approximately 2:55 p.m.

Richard Sims
State Conservationist
Chair
Attachments
MEETING MINUTES

State Technical Committee, EQIP Sub-Committee

Federal Building, Conference Room 693B

1:00 pm October 14, 2010

Present:  Doug Helmers-USFWS, Duane Sand-INHF, Jennifer Filipiak-TNC, Susan Heathcote-IEC, Bill Ehm-IDNR, Sarah Carlson-PFI, Jim Gillespie-DSC, Linda Kinman-DMWW/IAWA, Rick Robinson- FB, John Lawrence-ISU-Ext., Leah Medley-EPA, Mike Sexton-IA PP, Darrell Weems-CDI, Tim Palmer-Producer, Chuck Gipp-DSC, Greg Thessen-NASS

Staff advisors/assistance: Larry Beeler, Dave Brommel

The Sub-Committee reviewed FY2010 EQIP Accomplishments.

The Sub-Committee reviewed the requirement that practice unit extent caps are not allowed and recommends the following practices use caps based on the dollar amount instead of the acre amount.

	EQIP Payment Rate CAPs Recommendation for FY2011

	Practice Code
	Practice Name
	Practice Scenario
	Recommended CAP 
	Recommended CAP for HU, Organic and CCPI

	329
	Residue & Tillage Management, No-Till/Strip-Till
	No-Till/ Strip-Till
	$24,000.00
	$36,000.00

	
	
	
	
	

	346
	Residue and Tillage Management - Ridge Till
	Ridge-Till
	$9,600.00
	$14,400.00

	
	
	
	
	

	590
	Nutrient Management
	Options A & B
	$9,600.00
	$14,400.00

	
	
	
	
	

	590
	Nutrient Management
	Options C & D
	$1,200.00
	$1,800.00

	
	
	
	
	

	595
	Pest Management
	Options A, B, & C
	$14,400.00
	$21,600.00


The Sub-Committee recommends the following FY2011 EQIP allocations for these state wide sub-accounts.

	State Wide Sub-Accounts
	FY2010 Original Obligation
	FY2011 Recommendation

	Forestry Practices
	$500,000
	$500,000

	Tribal Sub-account
	$100,000
	$100,000

	State CIG
	$0
	$300,000

	Limited Resource Farmers
	$200,000
	$200,000

	SCI/STIR Pilot Project (6 Counties)
	$300,000
	$300,000


The Sub-Committee recommends the FY2011 EQIP State Ranking Criteria remain the same as FY2010.

The Sub-Committee reviewed four Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watershed Initiative (MRBI) Waiver Requests and recommends disapproving the waivers.  The requested waivers are: a) three requests to increase (590) nutrient management and (329) residue & tillage management, no-till/strip-till acre cap, b) one request for the payment rate to be increased for (590) nutrient management options for side dress N (split application) and spring N application.

The Sub-committee decided to wait on a decision on requiring all MRBI contract participants to apply (590) nutrient management until they can review the new (590) nutrient management standard.

The Sub-Committee recommends when the (340) cover crop practice is contracted in an MRBI contract the cover crop must be applied for 3 consecutive years on the same land.

The Sub-Committee recommends no changes for the FY2011 EQIP State Allocation Formula.

The Sub-Committee recommends removing the $50,000 cap on for grazing practices.

The Sub-Committee recommends setting aside $300,000 FY2011 EQIP funds for State Conservation Innovation Grants (CIGs).  The Sub-Committee is reviewing the FY2009 CIG priorities (emailed October 18, 2010) and will provide a recommendation for FY2011 CIG priorities prior to the November 3, 2010 State Technical Committee meeting.

The Sub-Committee reviewed the summer construction initiative rules and decided no changes should be made at this time.

WHIP Sub-Committee Meeting
October 13, 2010
NRCS Conference Room 693B
9:00 a.m.
Attendees:

Kelly Smith - Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)

Paul Tauke - Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)

Doug Helmers - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Jeff Hastings – Trout Unlimited

Jennifer Filipiak – The Nature Conservancy (TNC)

Dave Whittlesey – National Wild Turkey Federation 

Jennifer Anderson-Cruz – Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

David Brommel - Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

The Sub-Committee reviewed FY2010 Accomplishments. 

The Sub-Committee recommends the 3 FY2010 WHIP Special Projects be funded a second year. 

1. Topeka Shiner Project – Calhoun, Sac and Carroll Counties.

· WHIP funds requested $32,370/year for 3 years = $97,110 Total

2. Driftless Area Project- Allamakee, Clayton, Delaware, Dubuque, Fayette, Jackson, Jones and Winneshiek Counties.

· WHIP funds requested $51,000/year for 3 years = $153,000 Total

3. Quail Habitat Project- Union County.

· WHIP funds requested $20,000/year for 3 years = $60,000 Total

The Sub-Committee recommends no changes for the FY2011 WHIP Plan.

The Sub-Committee recommends no changes for the 4 WHIP category rankings for FY2011.  Recommend the following allocations:

· 15% Forestland Habitat Resources

· 30% Grassland Habitat Resources

· 20% Riverine Habitat resources

· 35% Wildlife Habitat Management Resources

The Sub-Committee recommends the following changes for the WHIP Practice Lists:

· Add oxbow habitat restoration under the appropriate practice to the Riverine category practice list.

· Add a vortex weirs scenario under the (395) stream habitat improvement and management practice to the Riverine category practice list.

· Add (472) access control as a financially assisted practice to all four categories.

· Add (643) restoration and management of rare and declining habitats to all 4 categories.

Meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m.
WRP Sub-Committee Meeting

FSA State Office 

September 28, 2010

10:00 a.m.
MINUTES 

Present:  Doug Helmers, USFWS; Todd Bishop, Iowa DNR; Heather Jobst, INHF; Chuck Monica Monk, Larry Beeler, NRCS; Eric Lindstrom, Ducks Unlimited; Jen Filipiak, TNC; John Whitaker, Amanda Hartman, FSA.

_________________________________________________________________________

John Whitaker called the meeting to order and introductions were made.

The previous minutes from November 4, 2009 are stand approved as written

Summary of FY10 Funding

Average year for WRP – handout 1

Busy spending EWP – spent over 40 million in EWP.  Five million to NRCS, requested six million more.

$ 5.2 million of cancelations. 30% canceled application after getting far in the process.

Revising WRP Ranking Criteria

Special Projects – Discussed removing special projects under A. Ecological Factors, item 1.  The committee agrees to leave this item as is.

Recommendation:  The WRP Subcommittee recommends that there be a minimum of 35 acres contiguous to permanently protected required unless there is a Threatened and Endangered (T&E) species present

Recommendation:  The WRP Subcommittee recommends that a point value system for landowner offers less than the maximum.

Input of the Iowa GARC value for WRP

Reviewed process to determine easement compensation value.  The committee is in agreement on the process used for setting the 2010 values and recommends the State Technical Committee use the same process.

Review of FY11 WRP Funding

Reviewed funding worksheet.  For FY10 the goal was 8100 WRP acres, this will be the goal for FY11 as well.

With there being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

October 19, 2010

To:  Iowa State Technical Committee Members

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in Iowa is seeking partners who need to identify landowners willing to participate in On-Farm Research and Demonstration Projects on their land.  Please share this information within your organization and with others who may be interested.

NRCS offers Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) participants the opportunity to schedule On-Farm Research and Demonstration Projects on their land.  NRCS needs to identify projects in which applicants can participate.  CSP participants will receive additional ranking and payment points for their participation.  There is no additional funding for partners who are sponsoring the research.

Attachment A lists focus areas that Iowa NRCS has identified for On-Farm Research and Demonstration Projects:

If you are conducting ongoing research in any of these areas that could benefit from 
On-Farm Research and Demonstration Projects with CSP participants, please provide the Project Documentation listed in the Attachment B no later than December 3, 2010, to:

Richard Sims

State Conservationist

Attention:  CSP Coordinator

USDA – NRCS

210 Walnut Street, Room 693

Des Moines, IA  50309-2180

Sincerely,

/s/Richard Sims

State Conservationist

cc:
Larry Beeler, Assistant State Conservationist (P), NRCS, Des Moines, IA


Tom O’Connor, CSP Coordinator, NRCS, Des Moines, IA


John Myers, State Resource Conservationist, NRCS, Des Moines, IA

ATTACHMENT A

CSP On-Farm Research

NRCS needs in Soil Quality and Soil Erosion:

· Identify types of deep rooted cover crops for reduction of compaction.

· Quantify the amount of Nitrogen available from Cover crops (legumes) & when it is available during the growing season.

· Quantify the amount of Nitrogen available from Cover crops (scavengers).

· Benefits and economics of adding diversity to Corn Bean Rotation.

· Environmental consequences of applying Nitrogen or other additives in the fall to breakdown Bt Corn stalks.

· Quantify the amount of residue that maybe harvested for Biofuels without degrading the soil quality.

· Identify environmental benefits of control/slow release nitrogen fertilizers.

· Identify Cover crop soil quality benefits for fallow syndrome.

· Comparison of effects on Biofilter with cover crops and without cover crops in the drainage area above the tile feeding the biofilter.

· Effects of vertical tillage vs. No-Till on soil quality.

· Identify easy to use, farmer friendly methods of identifying improvements in soil quality.

· Identify soil quality changes caused by improved drainage.

· Identify strategies to meet crop P needs without fall applied MAP or DAP.

· Effects of vertical tillage vs. No-Till on soil erosion.

· Biofilter for Ag drainage tile.

· Cover crops in providing rotational benefits.

· Alternative weed control to tillage for organic producer.

· Conservation practices in organic vegetable production.

· Demonstrate controlled/slow release nitrogen as a sole source of Nitrogen fertilizer.

· Demonstrate the reduction of nitrates in the tile when Cover crops are planted.

· Demonstrate use of plant tissue testing (in-season leaf testing/end –of-season stalk testing) to inform and modify N management over several years.

· Demonstrate various strategies, products, and equipment to side-dress N most efficiently.

· Demonstrate the use of Farmer groups to discuss soil quality, set enterprise goals to achieve the desired soil quality, and implement, and evaluate objectives.


Non-Industrial Private Forestland:

· Establishment methods for hardwood plantings, direct seeding, 2’ tubes, 
4’ tubes, with and without brush mats, with herbaceous seeding, etc.

· Invasive species control herbicides, biological and mechanical.

· Savannah restoration and management, species, both woodland and grass, management grazing vs. burning, tree density, etc.

· Oak restoration –species, techniques, management, effect of understory and canopy structure on wildlife use.
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General Resources:

· Evaluate the most effective pollinator and/or beneficial insect habitat arrangement, ratio, and diversity to improve crop performance.

· Measure faunal diversity as it relates to the diversity and structure of a reconstructed planting.

· Monitor and evaluate wildlife habitat use of diverse biofuel plantings taking into consideration the diversity of these plantings and wildlife effects of harvest due to the timing, extent, frequency, and residual stubble height.

· The impacts of timing, intensity, extent, duration and/or frequency of grazing and/or prescribed burning used as a plant community management tool and it’s affects on wildlife use.

· The influence of hemiaparasitic plants on plant community diversity and structure and how this relates to faunal diversity within reconstructions or restorations.

· Greater participation in freshwater mussel conservation efforts (Example: Mussel Coordinating 

· Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI) for wetland macro-invertebrates of the Midwest.  Similar IBI has been created for streams but isn't applicable for use in wetlands although it could be easily modified pending input from a multi-agency group of experts in this subject.

· Endurance speeds (burst, leap, etc.) for minnows, shiners, darters, suckers, etc. which constitute over 57 percent of the fish species in Iowa.  This information would be used to determine criteria for fish passage for the smaller, non-game species.  This information is lacking nation-wide.  As a side note, freshwater mussels require the fish they parasitize with glochidia (baby mussels) to migrate as a means of dispersal, so we could kill two birds with one stone.  Got to love those freshwater mussels. 

· Study into the prevalence and use of restored, natural, and water quality treatment wetlands by vector mosquito species.

· Develop an IBI for restored wetlands.

· Develop or modify/adopt existing system to measure functions of streams and impacts from actions.
ATTACHMENT B

Conservation Stewardship Program

On-Farm Research and Demonstration Projects Enhancement
Entity Requirements
Overview
The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) encourages participants to address resource concerns in a comprehensive manner by undertaking additional conservation activities, and improving, maintaining, and managing existing conservation activities.  This enhancement is eligible for cropland, pastureland, rangeland, and nonindustrial private forestland.  CSP enhancements are a type of activity installed and adopted to treat natural resources and improve conservation performance.  Many CSP enhancements are related to existing NRCS conservation practice standards, but at a management intensity level that exceeds minimum practice standards.

On-farm research and demonstration projects consist of implementing applied research on working land to gather information and demonstrate the effectiveness of new and innovative conservation activities.  The research projects must be conducted by an entity that seeks to determine the value of a conservation practice, component, treatment, or process.  These projects are designed to encourage applicants to participate in new or ongoing research in which participation is needed from working land.  Interested researchers gain access to farmers who are willing to follow research protocols on their farms across a broad landscape.  Participating farmers learn about new technology firsthand, helping to determine how new technology will be applied.

NRCS invites interested researchers to submit their projects for inclusion as eligible on-farm research and demonstrations.  This activity is not meant to provide primary funding for a research project, but to expand the area and acreage from which research data are collected.  CSP applicants who choose to participate are awarded conservation performance points that improve their CSP ranking and increase annual payment levels.

PROJECT CRITERIA:
Eligible Entities
Research Entity Requirements
Entities must demonstrate their means and expertise to conduct on-farm research, analyze findings, and develop conclusions that are relevant to NRCS.  Eligible research institutions include land-grant universities and others that have ongoing research or the potential for research in the focus areas. Individual farmers are encouraged to participate in identified on-farm projects. However, if they have the necessary capability to conduct scientific research, they can initiate their own proposal for consideration.

Research Project Requirements
Projects must address one of the resource concerns identified by NRCS as a national technology focus area and be conducted by a creditable research entity.  States will identify specific projects within the national focus areas that they want to offer to CSP applicants in their States.  Research projects should follow scientific methods that include project goals, hypotheses, data collection methods, results, and summary.
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Project Documentation
Creditable research entities must submit a copy of their research project documentation for a State to use in selecting those projects that will be offered to applicants.  The document should include the following:

a.
Title of research project

b.
Research director or manager work affiliation and contact information (phone, email, etc.)

c.
Name and brief description of the research entity submitting the proposal, along with similar information for other collaborating researchers, if applicable

d.
General description and summary of research to be conducted, specifying the Iowa resource focus that is being addressed from the following:

Animal

Soil quality

Plant

e.
The geographic location (e.g., State and county) or farm enterprise (e.g., peach growers and cattle producers) targeted by the research

f.
Researcher’s expectation of participants, explaining what the participants should provide as part of the project, including acreage, number of years research is to be conducted, farm inputs, equipment needs, and assistance with data collection

g.
Total number of on-farm research sites needed

h.
Copy of research project’s final report for NRCS use

Evaluation Criteria
States should select research projects that will be offered to applicants, based on the following or similar evaluation criteria:

a.
Research purpose and goals, as related to the resource focus area

b.
Potential for success and adoption on a broad scale

c.
Number of participants the research can appropriately involve

d.
Demonstration of a new and innovative approach to conservation

e.
Design and implementation of research based on sound methodology and demonstrated technology

f.
Capability of the entity to conduct scientific research

g.
Potential to transfer the approach or technology nationally or to other geographic or socioeconomic areas

h.
Development or improvement of NRCS technical or related materials that will help foster expanded adoption of the innovative technology or approach

2011 Grassland Reserve Program

Market Surveys Used:

*
Iowa Farm and Land Chapter 2 Realtors Land Institute Survey of Farm Land Values.  September 2010.  The average state-wide pastureland value is $1,861/acre.

*
National Agricultural Statistic Service state-wide average pastureland value is $1,900/acre.

Averaging these two value results in a market survey value for pasture in Iowa at $1,880/acre.

The Geographic Area Rate Cap (GARC) is determined by reducing the market survey value by the grazing value of the pasture.

The grazing value is determined by estimating average ownership of 30 years time the pasture rental rate of $40/year.  The grazing value is 30 years x 40 $/year = $1,200.

The GARC is $1,880/acre - $1,200/acre = $680/acre

